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Haftarah for Yom HaAtzma-ut: Introduction

FROM HOLIDAY TO HAFTARAH

Connecting the Text with the Occasion

Yom HaAtzma-ut, or Israel Independence Day, cele-
brates the establishment of the
modern-day State of Israel in
1948. In the years just before
and after that event, hundreds
of thousands of Jews from
around the world settled there.
Israel encompasses much of
the territory that Jews have
historically thought of as their national homeland.
The haftarah dwells on these twin themes of in-
gathering and of homeland. It envisions a time when
those Israelites who had been exiled from the Land of
Israel will be able to return in peace and prosperity.
(The Torah reading for this occasion is either

Deuteronomy 8:1-18, 11:8—21, 26:1-11, or 30:1-16.)

THE PROPHET

Although our haftarah portion is found in the Book of
Isaiah, it is probably not the work of the prophet

Isaiah. Most scholars agree that the Book of Isaiah

“As once you were
abandoned and hated,
with no one passing through,
so now I make you a pride forever,
the joy of all generations.”

Isaiah 60:15

contains the work of more than one author. Ap-
parently a later prophet lived circa 540 B.C.E., two
hundred years after Isaiah himself. Scholars refer to
this second, unnamed prophet as Second Isaiah or
Deutero-Isaiah; they believe
that he lived in Babylonia and
composed the poetry in chap-
ters 40-66.

Deutero-Isaiah is God’s
spokesperson, addressing the
people of Israel as though God
speaks through his lips. His
main message is of hope and consolation to that por-

tion of the people exiled in Babylonia.

OVERVIEW

Decades earlier, the Babylonian army had taken
leading residents of Judah into captivity. That army
had also destroyed Jerusalem and its great Temple.
Some of the exiled Judeans had since been praying for
the opportunity to return to their homeland; others
had despaired of ever doing so.

This prophecy addresses the exiled Israelites.

It imagines a time when they will be restored to
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their homeland. People will come from all corners
of the earth to rebuild the cities that had been de-
stroyed.

While in the past, the Israelites were exiled as
a punishment for their sins against God, Isaiah en-
visions a time when God will forgive them and bring
them back to their land in joy.

Throughout this passage, light is used as a sym-

bol of God’s presence and divine favor.

CONSIDER THIS

1.

The ancient prophet imagined a time when
the Israelites would make their home in the
Land of Israel. How has the establishment of
the modern-day State of Israel been a fulfill-
ment of this vision? In what way is the vision
not yet fulfilled?

What more can be done to make the State of

Israel a source of light for all the world?
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Isa1AH 60:1—5 HAFTARAH for Yom HaAtzma-ut

60:1] Arise, shine, [O Jerusalem,]

for your light has come, the glory of the Eternal is
shining upon you!

2] Though darkness may cover the earth,

thick darkness [the] peoples—

upon you the Eternal will shine,

over you God’s Presence will appear.

3] Nations shall walk toward your light,

and kings toward your sunrise.

4] Raise your eyes and see!

They are gathering, all of them,

they are coming to you.

Your sons shall come from afar,

your daughters borne securely.

5] You shall see it and beam with joy,
your heart will thrill with pride,

the sea’s abundance shall shower you,

the wealth of nations shall come your way.

.5
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Isa1aH 60:6-10 HAFTARAH for Yom HaAtzma-ut

6] A horde of camels shall cover your land,

the young camels of Midian and Ephabh,

all coming from Sheba

bearing gold and frankincense;

proclaiming the praises of God!

7] The flocks of Kedar shall be gathered to you,
the rams of Nevayot shall serve your need—

a sacrifice welcome on My altar,

adding glory to My glorious house.

8] Who are these that fly like a cloud,
like doves to their cotes?

9] The coastland[s” vessels] wait for Me,
the ships of Tarshish in the lead,

to bring your children from afar,

along with their silver and gold,

to please the Eternal your God,

the Holy One of Israel,

who has given you glory.

10] Foreigners shall rebuild your walls,

and their kings shall serve you.

<7



NMINAXYN 0 NIV O yw

O BYPI D

SRR 1Y

TR VY Mnm o

TR K7 17721 DRt

D73 21 2R KT

Japbiipilaly alial

WIRYTNY WK TAZ0Rm MTp 2
TTANY

1727077 277 O

X127 7K 1290 12D 1

VI MWKDY T W3

"WTpn Dipn IXD7

TR 7237 Dip

ITIAW 72K 33797 14

T4Yn 2

237 Ni9doY MOpwm

¥KINI2

M Y 97 KR

PO W TiY

nggm:m Y ':]p"l"q non s



Isa1AH 60:11-15 HAFTARAH for Yom HaAtzma-ut

For in anger I struck you down,

but in favor I show you love again.

11] Your gates shall be open always,

day or night they shall not be shut,

to bring in the wealth of nations,

their kings led as in procession.

12] Nations and kingdoms that refuse to serve you
shall vanish,

their people utterly destroyed.

13] The pride of Lebanon shall come to you—

juniper, box-tree, and cypress together,

to beautify the place of My sanctuary,

to glorify the place where I rest.

14] They shall come bowing before you—

the children of those who oppressed you;

they shall bow down at the soles of your feet,

all those who despised you.

They shall call you the City of God,

Zion, [abode] of Israel’s Holy One.

15] As once you were abandoned and hated,
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Isa1aH 60:16—19 HAFTARAH for Yom HaAtzma-ut

with no one passing through,

so now I make you a pride forever,

the joy of all generations.

16] You shall suck the milk of nations,

suck the breast of kingdoms,

and you shall know that I, the Eternal, am your
Savior,

your Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob.

17] Instead of copper I will bring gold,

instead of iron, silver,

instead of wood, copper,

and iron instead of stones.

I will make Peace your government,

and Righteousness your rulers.

18] No more shall [the noise of ] violence be heard in
your land,

desolation and destruction within your borders.

You shall name your walls Deliverance,

and your gates Praise.

19] No more shall the sun be your light by day,

nor shall the moon’s glow brighten [your night];

the Eternal will be your everlasting light,
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Isa1AH 60:20—22 HAFTARAH for Yom HaAtzma-ut

and your God [will be] your glory.

20] No more shall your sun go down,

or your moon disappear;

for the Eternal will be your everlasting light,
and your days of mourning shall be ended.

21] Your people shall be righteous, all of them,
and possess the land forever:

they are the shoot that I have planted,

the work of My hands,

to display My glory.

22] The least of them shall become a thousand,
and the smallest a mighty nation;

I, the Eternal, will hasten it when the time has come.

.13 -
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